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The Government’s 2023 Reading Framework sets out extensive research 
that underpins the importance of talk, stories and phonics.

When children start learning to read, the number of words they can 
decode accurately is too limited to broaden their vocabulary. Their 
understanding of language should therefore be developed through their 
listening and speaking, while they are taught to decode through phonics.

However, when they can read most words ‘at a glance’ and can decode 
unfamiliar words easily, they are free to think about the meaning of what 
they read. They can then begin to develop their understanding of language 
through their reading as well as through their listening.



Phonics is the method of teaching reading through the identification of sounds 
and graphemes.

All words are made up of individual sounds. These sounds are blended 
together to form words.
A grapheme is the letters we use to write the sound. It’s the spelling of that 
sound on the page. 

Using phonics, children learn to read by saying each sound and blending them 
to read a word.

Children learn to spell by segmenting a word into sounds and writing the 
matching graphemes.



English alphabetic code

• We use 44 sounds to make all the words in the English language.

• The 26 letters are used singly or in groups to represent these sounds.

• There are over 150 graphemes (letter combinations) that represent the 44 
sounds.

This makes for one of the most complex alphabetic codes in the world.



Children need to know sounds – not letter 
names – to be able to decode (or ‘read’) 
words.

We start by teaching just one way of reading 
and writing every sound.

We teach Set 1 sounds first. These are 
generally the single letter sounds.
Then Set 2 – one way to read and write each 
of the long vowel sounds.

We refer to the Set 2 sounds as ‘Special 
Friends’ – two or three letters together that 
make one sound.

By the end of Reception, children should know 
all the Set 1 sounds and the first 6 Set 2 
sounds.



Once children are in Year 1 and know how to read Set 
2 sounds, they start to learn Set 3 sounds.
These are different ways to read, and spell Set 2 
sounds. 

We call these Set 3 sounds, but they are the same 

sounds as in Set 2 but with a different spelling.

We say, "same sound, different spelling".

This is where we start to refer to letter names to 

differentiate between the spelling of the sounds.



We - children and adults – find it easier to connect new learning to 
something that we already know, so we give children a hook to learn 
the sounds, by using pictures in the same shape as the letter.

We teach the children to name the pictures before they learn the 
sound. Some sounds are ‘bouncy’ and some are ‘stretchy’.

Children also use the picture mnemonic to learn to form letters 
correctly at the same time they learn to read each sound. 



We teach children to read and write a new sound 
each day.

We review previously taught sounds, until they can read 
them speedily.

Teach something new… and review, 
review review!



‘Fred’ helps children learn to blend sounds into a word.

Fred can only speak in sounds.
He says d-o-g, h-a-t etc. We refer to this as ‘Fred Talk’.

He says the sounds c-a-t, and then children help him to say the word (c-a-t   cat).

This is how we quickly teach children to blend orally.



Alongside teaching children sounds, we teach them to 
blend sounds to read (or decode) words, using ‘Fred 
Talk’.

It’s extremely important that we model and insist on 
‘pure sounds’ when encouraging the children to ‘Fred 
Talk’ new or unfamiliar words. This will help them to 
‘hear’ the word more easily, as they say each sound.



Once children can read all Set 1 sounds, we introduce 
them to reading sentences in short, decodable books.

Some words in these books are ‘tricky’ because they 
contain letters that don’t match the sounds the child 
has been taught.

We teach these non-decodable words as Red Words.

In the early Storybooks, these words are printed in red 
text as a visual reminder that ‘you can’t Fred a Red’.
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Pin it  on

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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My dog Ned

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Scruf fy Ted

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51
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Pla yda y
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 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 

learning Speed Sounds  

Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09

2
www.OxfordPrim ary.co.uk Prin ted in  Ch ina by Hing Yip

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In cPhon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23

Children read Read Write Inc. Storybooks that match the 
sounds they can read.

They read each Read Write Inc. Storybook three times in 
class with their partner.

Re-reading the same book helps children to become 
confident readers. Each time they re-read, they build 
their fluency/speed and comprehension because they 
can read all the words in the Storybook. This in turn 
promotes a feeling of success.



Once the children have read their Storybook 3 times in school, you 
will be able to access the same story, plus a quiz, by visiting the 
Oxford Owl website.
Your child’s individual login will be found in their yellow Reading Diary.

Your child will also bring home a Book Bag Book that links to the story 
they have read in class.



We are in the process of issuing a range of Reading for Pleasure 
books, which may not be fully decodable for your child and are 
intended to be shared with an adult.

These books may be stories that we have read in class, linked to a 
topic or simply an enjoyable read.

They are provided as an additional resource and are intended to 
promote your child reading for pleasure.



You will regularly get sent film 
links to Virtual Classroom 
lessons that match the 
sounds and words your child 
has been learning in school.

These will be sent to you via 
the Gateway app.

Watch these films with your child to help them to practise reading the sounds and words 
until they can read them speedily.

Simply click the link and watch on a tablet or other device. 

The more they practice by watching these films regularly, the quicker they will learn to 
read.



What can you do?
Stories provide a wealth of language we don’t use in everyday talk.

The more stories, poems and nursery rhymes children know well, the more easily they will 
be able to understand what they read, when they can read.

Children are wired to thrive on repetition.

• When supporting your child, use pure sounds rather than letter names.
• Practice reading the sounds speedily.
• Listen to your child read the same words again and again, praising them as their 

instant recognition improves.
• Encourage them to use  ‘Fred Talk’, ‘read the word’.



Online Resources

Ruth Miskin Families Page:
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/ 

Ruth Miskin Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Any Questions?
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