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February 2024



The Government’s 2023 Reading Framework sets out extensive research 
that underpins the importance of talk, stories and phonics.

When children start learning to read, the number of words they can 
decode accurately is too limited to broaden their vocabulary. Their 
understanding of language should therefore be developed through their 
listening and speaking, while they are taught to decode through phonics.

However, when they can read most words ‘at a glance’ and can decode 
unfamiliar words easily, they are free to think about the meaning of what 
they read. They can then begin to develop their understanding of language 
through their reading as well as through their listening.



Phonics is the method of teaching reading through the identification 
of sounds and graphemes.

All words are made up of individual sounds. These sounds are 
blended together to form words.
A grapheme is the letters we use to write the sound. It’s the spelling 
of that sound on the page. 

Using phonics, children learn to read by saying each sound and 
blending them to read a word.

Children learn to spell by segmenting a word into sounds and writing 
the matching graphemes.



Children need to know sounds – not letter names – to be able to 
decode words.

We start by teaching just one way of reading and writing every 
sound.

We teach Set 1 sounds first. These are generally the single letter 
sounds.
Then Set 2 – one way to read and write each of the long vowel 
sounds.

We refer to the Set 2 sounds as ‘Special Friends’ – two or three 
letters together that make one sound.

Once children know how to read Set 2 sounds, they start to learn Set 
3 sounds. These are different ways to read, and spell Set 2 sounds. 

We call these Set 3 sounds, but actually they are the same sounds as 

in Set 2 but with a different spelling.

We say, "same sound, different spelling".



We use picture phrases to help children remember the Set 2 and Set 3 
sounds.

‘Fred’ helps children learn to blend sounds into a word.

Fred can only speak in sounds – we refer to this as ‘Fred Talk’.
He says ‘sh-ou-t’, ‘g-r-ee-n’.

Children practice reading these sounds in words using the routine 
‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word’.

Longer words, we ‘Fred Talk’ in chunks.

‘s-u-n /l-igh-t’.



Some words are ‘tricky’ because they contain 
letters that don’t match the sounds the child 
has been taught.

We teach these common exception words as 
Red words.
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Pin it  on
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 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  
Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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My dog Ned
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 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  
Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e  i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid
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 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Bil ly the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  
Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e  i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  
Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  
learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e  n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   ck

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51
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Pla yda y
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 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hil l

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  
Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 
learning Speed Sounds  
Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09
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St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

ou s  ci ou s  t i ou s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How sil ly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  
Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23

Whilst children are undertaking the Read Write Inc. Phonics 
scheme, they will read books that match the sounds they can 
read.
You can access the same story at home, plus a quiz, by visiting 
the Oxford Owl website. Your child’s individual login can be 
found in their yellow Reading Diary.

Your child will also bring home a Book Bag Book that links to 
the story they have read in class.



Once children have completed the Read Write Inc. Storybooks, they continue to have 
daily guided reading sessions that focus on comprehension-based reading activities, 
with a daily, 15-minute spelling session.

In Guided Reading sessions, there is a greater focus on the range of skills relating to 
the KS1 reading domains, whilst building reading stamina and further developing 
fluency and expression.



At this point in their reading journey, the book that your 
child brings home is matched to their reading 
development needs.

Oxford Reading Buddy can be accessed alongside our 
reading scheme and children can select from a wider 
range of titles from any book band up to the stage that 
they are on.



In Guided Reading sessions, we work on developing the following skills;

•Decoding individual words and sounds – continuing to use phonic skills, 
sounding out loud and then in their head to build pace and fluency.

As a rule, when discussing fluency with the children, we encourage them to 
read at a similar pace to the speed that they would normally talk.

•Style of reading – using intonation and expression to reflect how characters 
are feeling and to appropriately read punctuation.



Comprehension – answering questions using evidence from the book, based on 

the following reading domain areas:

• Drawing on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts.

• Identifying /explaining aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as 

characters, events, titles and information.

• Identifying and explain the sequence of events in texts.

• Making inferences from the text.

• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.



What can you do?
Stories provide a wealth of language we don’t use in everyday talk.

The more stories and poems children know well, the more easily they will be able to understand 
what they read.

Children are wired to thrive on repetition.

Share

Share a bedtime 
story

Enjoy

Let your child see 
family members 
enjoy reading for 
pleasure

Listen

Listen to your child 
read regularly

•Little and often

•Quiet and comfy
•Pick your time

•Chat about the book
•Check they understand

Remember

Remember to write 
in the yellow 
reading record.

ENJOY Reading 
together

Your child’s reading book will have a range of comprehension questions at the back. These are there to 
help you discuss what has been read. You can start off by doing this together, then progress to 
encouraging them to read and interpret the questions independently.



Any Questions?
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